


Summary

The Moccasin Goalie is about a boy named Danny, who loves hockey but
can’t wear skates due to his physical disability. Along with his three

friends, Anita, Petou, and Marcel, he tries out for a town hockey team but
is rejected. Danny is rejected because he can’t skate, Anita because she is a
girl, and Petou because he’s small. Later, Danny gets a chance to play when
the team’s goalie is injured and helps the team win. His success leads to the

coach adding him and his friends to the team.







How does this text demonstrate
inclusion?



How does this text demonstrate
inclusion?

No stereotyping or bias. 
Antia is a girl on a team of
three boys.
Danny is physically disabled
on a team with three able-
bodied kids.
Petou and Marcel are opposites
but seen as equals on the team.











What are some examples of bias
found in the text

Discuss the following question in
your base groups:



Physical Ability or Disability: People living with
disabilities are portrayed mainly as being
incapable, helpless, lacking intelligence, or
lacking creativity.
Language:  The book contains gratuitous or
derogatory use of sexist terms.
Appearance: People of certain shapes, sizes,
heights, and appearances are negatively portrayed
as having a limited range of abilities or as less
accepted by individuals, groups, or societies
Sex, Sexual Orientation, and Gender: The language
of tis book portrays genders in stereotypical ways.

Bias found in text









Do you think the language Mr. Matteau
used was appropriate? If not, how could he

have worded it without putting so much
pressure on Danny?



Do you think the language Mr. Matteau
used was appropriate? If not, how could

he have worded it without putting so
much pressure on Danny?

No, he could have worded it so as not to
highlight his disability by saying “special

permission.”









Why do you think Danny put so much
pressure on himself?



Why do you think Danny put so much
pressure on himself?

He felt he had to prove Mr.
Matteau that he could still play
just as well as his able-bodied
teammates.





Mind Map

Overcoming obstacles: Danny plays hockey despite not
skating.
Teamwork and friendship are the centre of the story.
The Coach in the end recognizes ability rather than his
orginal sterotypes

Highlights

Challenges
Danny resists the stereotype that his physical disability prevents his athletic
success
Anita and Petou end up joining the team, resisting the sterotypes about girls
and being small

Reflect
Exclusion based on the fixed ideas about who “belongs” in sports
The title and lack of cultural context may unintentionally evoke Indigenous
imagery without having an authentic representation.

Stereotypes

Danny, Petou, and Anita are initially excluded due to
disability, gender, and size, but eventually gain
inclusion.
The narrative of the story promotes the idea that people
with different abilities do belong in team activities.

Inclusion Include explicit cultural context if moccasins are meant
to reference Indigenous tradition, to avoid tokenism
and enhance representation.
Provide more background on Danny’s disability to avoid
outdated language (e.g., “crippled leg”)

Improvements

Reflect real-world exclusion/bias societal attitudes:
Danny’s disability seen as a reason to exclude him.
Anita is excluded for beling a girl.
Petou is excluded for his size

Bias

The coach recognized Danny’s skills and effort.
Danny’s persistence and team success helped the group shift
to being accepted.
The story demonstrates how personal achievement can create
new pathways to community belonging for all.

Belonging



NS Bias Evaluation Tool
Partially inclusive:

Positives
Challenges exclusion based on ability, gender, and size.
Promotes belonging through achievement and acceptance

Negatives
Used dated descriptors for disability (used ableist language)
Lack of a clear cultural voice when including elements (e.g., moccasins) that
could suggest Indigenous culture without context.



Thank you!


